ARCHITECTS
MEANDER HOUSE

Located on a three-hectare site in the Oxlord-
shire countryside, the Meander House is in-
tended to be like “a walk in the woods®, with two
overlaid sinuous forms weaving between clusters

of pine, birch and poplar. The interiors focus on
a double-height living space from which a pool
wing leads south and a kitchen wing north. The
first floor curves away from the central space in
v wings, diverging from the ground floor as
dramatic cantilevers. Consequently the master
bedroom and guest wing hang up to nine me-
tres out from the lower foor. The cantilevers
had 1o be extremely rigid, and this was achieved
by suspending them from a massive steel beam,
spanning 40 metres from end o end, concealed
in a deep parapel. Because the ‘ends’ are hung,
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. Site plan; south pablet: poal interior {phs: Bavid Faher)

1 Ground and wpper floor plars; long and cross sections
The doubde-height lhving 2rea opni 1o a wr1!-r.1:|ng deck The
exierior employs a palette of white render, stainkess steel edprgs
snd Ancager white sooms (which appears lght ochre nexe to the

rerder), These materialy are vied counter-irmuitively in that the
render i used 15 the sculpusrll fpsme-giver, while the stone makes
p the rsban inking the bands of ghzeg Both Boar ae srranged

arcund along a circubation spene which is lined with a contirucus
will of cak beards, bnside, apart from the cak, walls and ceilings
are white, floors are basalt and ironmongery is stinless voeel

they require linle structure themselves, enabling
large areas of glazing and a shallow floor which

accentuate the sense of weightlessness,

The honse is designed o touch the earth
lighuly - visually, metaphorically and in its energy
use, The highly insulated fabric includes a bed

ing cellular insulant below
the pool. Fenestration is arranged wo maximise
solar gain on the south and west facades to the

of extreme loadbear

pool roeom and living space. The north-cast ele-
vation facing the entrance is relatively blank,
with only a high kitchen window and an under-
stated front door. A ground=source heat pump,
supplied by ten 100-metre-eep boreholes, pro-
vidles space heating, and 42 square metres of
rooftop solar panels supply the pool and hot
water. Both systems are managed by a sophisti-
cated BMS which uses the pool as a heat sink.
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