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Honoured
for service to
community
A FORMER deputy lieutenant and
magistrate from Banbury was among
those that made the Queen’s Birthday
Honours list.
Maurice Humphris, 80, was given a

British Empire Medal for his services to
the community including voluntary work
for the Citizens Advice Bureau and driving
people to hospital appointments.
Fellow Banbury resident Ashley

Hutchings, the 70-year-old driving force
behind folk legends and Cropredy Festival
headliners Fairport Convention, was made
an MBE for his services to folk music.
Meanwhile, personnel from RAF Benson

were honoured, with Commander Matt
Punch RN, Master Aircrewman Aaron Neal
and Flight Sergeant Derek Edwards made
MBEs.
The Meritorious Service Medal was

awarded to Master Aircrewman Timothy
Shooter, Warrant Officer 1 Stephen Petts
and Warrant Officer 1 Jonathan Phillips.
The Deputy Commander’s Personal

Commendation was awarded to Flight
Lieutenant Michael Stafford, Senior
Aircraftman Colin Dickens, Flight
Lieutenant Chris Evans and Sergeant Paul
Spooner.
Chief Tech Andy Young and the quality

assurance and standards team was given
the Air Officer Commanding No2 Group’s
Personal Commendation.
Squadron Leader Kevin Harris DFC,

Flight Lieutenant Steven Hewer,
Lieutenant Natalie Grainger RN, Flight
Sergeant Nichola Upton, Sergeant Fiona
Cully and Corporal Stephen Roberts were
given the Commander Joint Helicopter
Command’s Personal Commendation.
At Thames Valley Police, retired

Detective Chief Superintendent Andrew
Murray and Deputy Chief Constable John
Campbell were awarded a Queen’s Police
Medal while head of forensics and digital
investigation Keith Asman was made an
MBE.

Housing plans
‘to help Oxford’
A DEVELOPMENT plan for Cherwell will be
reviewed within two years to include
homes to help meet Oxford’s housing
need.
Cherwell District Council’s Local Plan

sets aside space for 22,840 homes to be
built up to 2031 and was approved by
planning inspector Nigel Payne on Friday,
June 12.
It also includes commitments to help

Oxford address its chronic housing
shortage.
The plan was welcomed by Oxford City

Council leader Bob Price, who said his
authority would now work closely with
Cherwell.
He added: “Following strong

representations from the city council, both
Cherwell District Council and the
inspector have agreed to a commitment to
an early review of their Local Plan, within
two years of adoption, in respect of
Oxford’s needs.
“The inspector has also made clear that

a joint review of Oxford’s Green Belt
boundaries is now needed, to take
account of Oxford’s housing needs.
“We remain concerned that the decision

of the inspector to delay addressing
Oxford’s housing needs for up to a further
two years means that the housing crisis in
Oxford will continue to get worse.”

Man threatened staff with a blow torch
POLICE have revealed a man who tried to break
into a service station was brandishing a blow
torch.
The incident happened at Ducklington service

station near Witney on Thursday at 1.25am.
The man, who was wearing a balaclava, tried to

kick his way through a plate glass door at the Shell
station in Ducklington Lane.
When this failed, he pulled out a blow torch and

waved it in front of a member of staff working
behind the after hours service window.

He then demanded money from the 49-year-old
member of staff, who fled to the service station staff
room.
The man then left the scene.
Nothing was stolen in the incident and the

member of staff did not sustain any injuries.
The offender was described by Thames Valley

Police as stocky and about 5ft 8ins tall. He was
wearing a black balaclava and a black jacket that
came to the waist and was carrying a brown satchel
over his shoulder.

Investigating officer, Dc Paddy O’Grady of Force
CID based at Banbury, said: “This was a frightening
experience for the victim, but I would like to
reassure the public that we are conducting a
thorough investigation to bring the perpetrator to
justice.
“This is a busy garage attended throughout the

night. If anyone has any information or witnessed
the offender please contact police.”
Anyone with information about what happened

should call police on 101.

CONNECTION: Oxford architect Adrian James pictured on the A34 flyover at South Hinksey Picture: Jon Lewis

A TOP city architect has
called for a new 3,000-space
“park and walk” facility to
be built at an Oxford indus-
trial estate.
Adrian James of award-winning

firmAdrian James Architects said
Osney Mead could be connected to
the A34 via a link road leading to
a new junction between North and
South Hinksey.
Users could park at the facility

and thenwalk or cycle into the city
centre.
It has been suggested as a way to

tackle chronic congestion along
key routes into the city, including
Botley Road and Abingdon Road.
Mr James said his idea was a re-

sponse to the call for “radical solu-
tions” to the city’s transport issues
by Ian Hudspeth, leader of Oxford-
shire County Council.
The architect said: “There is no

doubt this would take serious in-
vestment, but in comparison to
trams or bus tunnels it would be
much less expensive.
“We would need to build a bridge

or a raised carriageway over the
flood plain, but this would take
traffic straight from the ring road
to the city centre.
“It could take significant

amounts of traffic away from the
busy interchanges and rounda-
bouts.”
Coaches and buses could also

park at the site, he added, reducing
their presence in the city centre.

The father-of-two haswon several
awards and was recently nominat-
ed for another accolade by the Roy-
al Institute of British Architects.
He first raised eyebrows in West

Oxford in 1997 with his construc-
tion of a striking steel-framed
house in Mill Street, along the
bank of the Thames, on the site of
a former builder’s yard.
Mr James’ idea comes as bosses

at Oxfordshire County Council are
preparing the final draft of a new
transport plan for the county, in-
cluding a strategy for Oxford.
The local authority has revealed

plans centred around discourag-
ingmotorists from driving into the
city centre, using the park and ride
facilities instead.
As revealed by the Oxford Mail,

Oxford University has also recent-
ly announced it is hoping to en-
courage millions of pounds of pri-
vate investment into Osney Mead.
The county council has said this

will be encouraged by new pedes-
trian and cycle links between the
industrial estate and the city cen-
tre.
Mr James said the new road to

the estate, from the A34, would
likely need to be elevated threeme-
tres above the flood plain.
But he said creating the new park

and walk facility would enable Ox-
ford City Council and the county
council to reduce car parking spac-
es in the city centre.
County council leader Ian Hud-

speth said: “This is a very inter-
esting concept, but it would en-
courage more cars on to the roads
around Oxford. At themoment our
strategy is to have park and ride
sites further out, to reduce conges-
tion in the city.”

RADICAL: Architect draws up plan for new road and 3,000 spaces at Osney Mead
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